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The note on this offense is interesting apart from the information con- 
veyed for three facts, (a) The existence of a crime unknown to Occidental 
law; (b) the allusion to the existence of mutes, who were once more com- 
mon in the West; (c) the similarity to European law of the Dark Ages, be- 
tween the VI and XI centuries, when the nature of the "locus in quo" affected 
the penalty. 

Perjury, although witnesses are not sworn, failure to tell the truth, or 
the telling of it in an obscure or vague way brings down upon the guilty wit- 
ness the penalty entailed by the crime in regard to which his testimony was 
sought. 

Accusation of crime and inability to prove it entails the whipping post. 
Both men and women are punished in public in this way. 

It is strange how different races in different countries and under different 
skies have adopted different means for the attainment of the same general end, 
but have put different relative weight on different minor points. 

J. L. 

POLICE. 

Examination for Captain of Police. — The following set of questions 
was set by the New York City Civil Service Commission on December 10, 1914. 
in an examination of candidates for the office of Captain of Police. 

First paper ; Administration, Weight 3. 

1. Assuming that you have been appointed Captain of a precinct, state what 
steps you would take to insure the efficiency of patrol. State in detail what in 
your judgment constitutes efficient patrol. 

2. The City Chamberlain recently said: 

"The Police Department should be the eyes, ears and feeling fingers of the 
city government. It should hurl back to each department of the government 
responsibility for those conditions which that department is established to remedy 
or control. 

"If it finds that laws cannot be enfocred and are thus the shield of wrong 
doing, it should have the courage to state that fact and give the evidence on which 
its belief is based in order that laws may be revised in adjustment to contemporary 
social conditions." 

Discuss this proposal of social service by the Police Department taking up, 

(a) Other city departments with which the Police Department might co- 
operate as indicated. Illustrate. 

(b) Advantages to be secured by such co-operation. 

(c) Administrative difficulties in the way of such co-operation. 

3. As Captain describe, in detail, the plan you would follow in order to 
effectively safeguard the morals of children within your precinct. 

4. Storekeepers in a certain precinct have complained to the Police Com- 
missioner that organized bands levy blackmail upon them by threatening to in- 
flict injury if their demands are refused. It is charged also that the same persons 
have committed several highway robberies but the victims are afraid to complain 
to the police. State in detail what action should be taken by the Police Depart- 
ment, assuming that the complaints are well founded, giving an account of the 
police action to be taken by members of the department concerned. Give your 
ideas also as to methods for repression and prevention of this class of crimes. 
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5. State in detail your opinion on how each of the following complaints 
should be investigated by the Police Department : 

(a) It is charged that a certain firm purporting to be engaged in the sale 
of a patent medicine, is actually engaged in the illegal sale of drugs. 

(b) Complaint is made that a certain poolroom is the resort of young pick- 
pockets. 

(c) It is charged that a certain house designated as a sanitarium is actually 
used for the purpose of performing criminal operations, many of the women pa- 
tients coming from other states. 

(d) It is charged that a certain printing establishment is engaged in print- 
ing counterfeit railroad tickets. 

6. (a) What are the advantages of the system of permitting police sub- 
ordinates to communicate directly with the head of the department? What are 
the disadvantages? If you think any of the latter should be overcome, state how. 
Give such reasons or examples as you may think necessary. 

(b) Frequent complaints are made to you as Captain of a precinct that, 
under the guise of a social club, certain young men residing in the precinct are 
from time to time conducting games of chance at some point suspected in each 
complaint but not definitely described or stated. State how you would proceed 
to secure evidence sufficient for arrest and conviction. 

(c) Outline clearly what action you would take as Captain of police if the 
lieutenants complained that they cannot give proper attention to all requests for 
police assistance received at the desk because there is only one house-duty man 
in the precinct. 

Second paper; Rules and Regulations, Weight 2. 

1. Give the detailed information which should appear in the Arrest and 
Aided Record: 

(a) Concerning or attending an aided case. 

(b) When a prisoner is bailed while in police custody. 

(c) If a prisoner is charged with more than one offence. 

(d) If an arrest is made by a member of the Detective Bureau. 

2. Give the provisions of the rules and regulations of the department govern- 
ing each of the following: 

(a) Service of station house attendants on Sunday. 

(b) Powers of inspectors to excuse captains and chief inspector to excuse 
inspectors from duty. 

(c) Definition of patrol post. 

(d. Duties of surgeon in the case of an intoxicated police officer. 

(e) Powers of inspector to fill vacancies caused by absence of patrolman 
or matron. 

3. Name ten minor derelictions of duty by members of the uniformed force 
which inspectors are authorized to dispose of, and state exactly how you would 
dispose of each kind of dereliction of duty mentioned by you. 

4. Paragraph 450 of the Rules and Regulations directs, in part, as follows : 
"A Commanding Officer is responsible for the orderly arrangement and the 
sanitary condition of Department buildings, furnishings * * * * assigned to 
or issued for the use of his command." 

Describe definitely and in detail how you would carry out the provisions of 
this paragraph as commanding officer of a precinct. 
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5. (a) Explain clearly and in detail, the supervision which commanding 
officers should exercise over memorandum books of patrolmen. 

(b) You are directed by the Police Commissioner to make a report as to 
the necessity or advisability of granting an all night license for the sale of liquor 
for a certain liquor store in your precinct. Explain in detail the investigation 
you would make and the records, if any, you would consult, preliminary to mak- 
ing the report. 

(It is not required to write a sample report.) 

6. Draw up a set of instructions based on the General Orders of the 
Department for the guidance of patrolmen detailed to polling places on registra- 
tion and election days. 

Third paper; Laws and Ordinances, Weight 3. 

1. Point out the essential facts which it is necessary to establish in order 
to secure a conviction for each of the following crimes : 

(a) Receiving stolen goods. 

(b) Keeping a disorderly house. 

(c) Robbery, 1st degree. 

(d) Extortion. 

2. State the present and the past law governing the determination of an 
elector's residence. State the proper method of verification of voting lists and 
the points to be covered in asking questions while engaged upon such work. 
How would you cover such work in lodging-houses? 

3. Prepare a set of instructions for the guidance of the men of your com- 
mand in enforcing the provisions of the laws, ordinances and regulations gov- 
erning automobiles. Cover the following in your instructions : 

(a) Speed. 

(b) Meeting street cars. 

(c) Passing public schools. 

(d) In congested streets. 

(e) Violations to be corrected without arrest. 

(f) Violations for which arrests should be made. 

4. (a) A druggist is arrested for having unlawfully sold laudanum. His 
defense is that he put up in a bottle half a pint of laudanum and a half a pint 
of grain alcohol and sold the mixture as a liniment for external use only and 
so labeled the bottle. Is he guilty of any crime? Would your answer be different 
if the alcohol had been wood alcohol? Give reasons. 

(b) In the case of a hotel operating under a liquor tax certificate, name 
five violations of the law with respect to the conduct of the hotel itself, a convic- 
tion upon any of which will result in the forfeiture of its liquor tax certificate. 

5. State what action you would take in each of the following cases as pre- 
cinct commander, giving your reason for your answer: 

(a) After a woman has been assaulted in her apartment by her husband 
she comes downstairs and says to you on the street : "I have arrested a man 
upstairs who has assaulted me and want you to help me take him to the station 
house." 

(b) Jane Doe asks you to arrest Richard Roe who was formerly her fiance 
because he has forcibly taken from her a diamond ring which he gave her as a 
gift a few months ago. 

(c) A man asks you to arrest the driver of a taxicab summoned by him 
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by telephone because he insists upon charging seventy cents for taking one pas- 
senger and a light trunk from Third Avenue and Tenth Street to Third Avenue 
and Fourteenth Street. 

(d) At about 9:30 P. M., a woman with her child, calls at the station house 
and states that some months previously she had secured a warrant for the arrest 
of her husband for non-support but that it was never served as he could not be 
found. She shows a telegram informing her that her husband is returning to 
the city from a neighboring state and that he is about to take a late train for 
Canada. Under the circumstances mentioned in this case, state what action you 
would take, together with the reasons for such action. 

6. In a certain precinct there are many complaints of gambling houses and 
handbooks on the races. State clearly and definitely how the evils should be 
suppressed by the Police Department assuming that the complaints are true. In 
your answer explain clearly what evidence is necessary to secure in order to 
obtain convictions in the above cases and how it should be secured. 

Fourth paper ; Report, Weight 2. 

A Captain of Police should be thoroughly acquainted with his precinct. This 
acquaintance should include a general knowledge of the inhabitants and the 
various buildings and familiarity with the special problems of that particular 
locality. 

Write a report to the Municipal Civil Service Commission based on the 
above statements. In this report you will include the following points : 

(a) As Captain, explain exactly and in detail the methods you would adopt 
in training your subordinates to make proper observations and reports of con- 
ditions in the precinct with a view to detecting, repressing and preventing crime. 

(b) Give the reasons why such specialized knowledge of precincts is essen- 
tial to the efficient performance of the duties of the Police Department as at 
present organized. 

N. B. 1. In writing this report, the chief consideration will be given to the 
knowledge of the subject shown by the candidate and the value of the ideas 
expressed. Consideration will be given also to clearness and conciseness of ex- 
pression. 

N. B.2 . Sign this report — "Respectfully submitted, John Doe, Captain First 

Precinct." If you sign any other name, title or initials, it will be considered 

as a mark of identification and your paper will not be rated. There will be no 

deviation from this rule. 

Leonhard Felix Field, New York City. 

A Warning to Judges and the Police.— "The plea of alibi is readily put 
forth by accused in criminal cases as the easiest to think of and often under 
the impression that absence from the scene of offense altogether will be a com- 
plete answer to the accusation, as no doubt it will be when the exact time and 
place of absence is well established. But with the illiterate and ignorant whose 
conceptions of time and distance are rarely accurate no defense is more easily 
broken or more readily discredited by judges. It does not follow, however, that 
every plea of alibi put forth should be lightly walked over by responsible offi- 
cers almost as so many confessions of guilt as they might indeed appear at 
times. Here is a solemn warning to be enshrined in the hearts of all whom it 
may concern: 

"The Amrit Bazar Patrika publishes a sensational account of how an inno- 



